RESPONSE TO 
PERSONS 


JDURING the last fortnight Peace 
News Headquarters Fund has 
taken a still greater stride forward: 
an increase of no less than £20 over 
the previous fortnight’s contributions. 
The task remaining is now to pro- 
duce £180 odd within two months. 

I have no doubt that the chief 
eause of this notable response is the 
desire of the movement to express its 
affection and gratitude to Maurice 
Rowntree for his action in coming 
forward to bear the heat and burden 
of the day once more. It is one more 
reminder that the PPU is essentially 
(and I believe ineradicably) a society 
of persons, bound by personal loyal- 
ties and pre-eminently responsive to 
personal qualities. 


Contributions since Sep. 10: £62 1s. 10d. 


Total to date £212 8s, 
THE EDITOR 


Please send contributions, plainly marked 
“HEADQUARTERS FUND” 4o Peace News, 
3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 


SEPTEMBER 24, 1943 


Are the People Guilty ? 


“Sometimes I wish that that great master of intuition, the Nazi leader, could have been 


present in spirit at the Quebec Conference. 
Person. If 


I am thoroughly glad that he was not there in 
he and his fellow generals had known our plans, they would have realized 


that discretion was still the better part of valour and that surrender would pay them 


better now than later.” 


President Roosevelt, a8 reported in the Daily Mail, 26/8/43. 


F course, President Roosevelt 

didn’t really meanit, He 

wasn’t really confessing that, by 
omitting to invite Hitler to Quebec, 
he had prolonged the war and was 
glad to have done so. But suppose he 
was, was he guilty of deliberatcly 
withholding peace from a_ peace- 
seeking world? 


In an American film called “Cir- 
cumstantial Evidence” which I saw 
some years ago, less circumstantial 
evidence than this “confession” 
brought an innocent man to the 
electric chair and even the exécu- 
tioner’s hand on to the switch before 
the inevitable confession restored 
“life, liberty and the pursuit of hap- 
piness” to him. 


PACIFIST COMMENTARY: 


Coal and 


BE. Churchill has returned. From 

very different quarters came the 
sudden demand that he should, to 
settle, with a magical word, various 
troubles that have blown up on the 
home front; of which the most in- 
tractable appears to be Coal. Absen- 
teeism, instead of diminishing, grows. 
Output, instead of increasing, de- 
clines. 

Indeed, the strike of 15,000 Notting- 

ham miners against the imprisonment 
-of a young man of 18 because he re- 
fused to work underground is an 
ominous event, because it is irrational. 
Nor is it singular. “The output lost 
through the Notts strike (50,000 tons) 
is deplorable, but a far greater loss is 
occurring, for example, in the Scottish 
coalfields month by month” (Times, 
Sep, 18). 
« It looks as if the miners are just fed 
up—fed up with everything, including 
the war, Their recalcitrance points to 
-a widespread revolt of the human be- 
ing against the strains of total war. 
If this is so, it is doubtful whether Mr. 
Churchill’s eloquence will elicit any 
ree coal, Cheers, perhaps—but not 
coal, 


Italian Kaleidoscope 


THE past week has witnessed some 
turns in the Italian kaleidoscope. 
Curious revelations trickle through. 
The now shadowy Badoglio regime 
from the first offered not only uncon- 
ditional surrender, but actually to 
fight against their German allies. 
From the military point of view, four 
precious weeks appear to have been 
lost by Mr. Churchill’s irresponsible 
decision “to let the Italians stew in 
their own juice.” The result has been 
“bubble, bubble, toil and trouble.” 
But, as usual, though the delay is 
fiercely criticized, the author of it is 
not. Mr. Churchill’s blunders are the 
work of destiny; but the successes of 
the British soldiers accrue to him. It 
ts a queer arrangement. But it prob- 
ably suits the British dislike of think- 
ing. 


U.S. Congress and Peace 


PRESIDENT Roosevelt has been 
compelled by Congress to revise 
the terms of the letter which accom- 
panied his Lease-Lend report on Aug. 
25. He has had to remove two _sen- 
tences which implied that Lease-Lend 
would not be _Teckoned as a debt 
against the recipients. They ran: 
“Congress in passing and extending the 
Lend-Lease Act made it plain that the United 
States wants no new war debts to jeopardize 
the coming peace. Victory and secure peace 
are the only coin in which we can be repaid” 
{D. Telegraph, Sep. 15). z 
True, Congress’s insistence on re- 
garding Lease-Lend supplies not as a 
gift, but as a debt to be repaid is 
meaningless, unless it is also prepared 
to pass legislation whereby repayment 


EDITED BY “OBSERVER” 


the War 


can be made in kind; which is about 
the last thing the present Congress, 
representing the high-tariff interests, 
is likely to do. Nevertheless, it sug- 
gests that America’s Congress is likely 
to prove a stubborn and decisive ob- 
stacle in the way of any kind of eco- 
nomic peace, 
Moulding the Future 


NOR is Mr. Bernard Baruch’s way 
of looking at the future more en- 
couraging. Mr. Baruch’s official posi- 
tion is that of banking adviser to 
“Jimmy” Byrnes, the all-powerful 
director of the Office of War Mobili- 
zation. Mr. Baruch is one of the real 
“big boys.” This is what he says: 

“This aircraft situation is the most critical 
thing going on in America today. If we get 
the planes, and get them in time, we can 
administer from the air the coup de grace to 
Germany’s fortress. If we can do that it will 
establish the might of America before the 
world, It will mean that the same tremendous 
productive force which has been possible 
during the war through the real co-operation ¥ 
of labour, management, farmers and civilians, 
will be the dominant factor in controlling the 
peace, 

“For after the war, when that productive 
might of America is put to proper use, it will 
control the standards of living in the world. 
Mass-production, and respect for American 
mass-production engendered in other peoples 
by what we do now in the war, can mould the 
future of people everywhere” (D. Telegraph, 
Sep. 16). 3 

I think that, considered merely as 
an ideal, this “moulding of the future 
of people everywhere by American 
mass-production” is pretty low. But 
what concerns me most is how the 
process is to be carried out. 


America’s “Big Boys’’ 


Me. Baruch brings the more genial 
+Y% idealism of Mr, Wallace down to 
brass-tacks. All he can mean is that 
American mass-produced goods are to 
be distributed throughout the world. 
But how “distributed”? Are they to 
be given away? By no means. Con- 
gress’s rewriting of the President’s 
letter shows that. Presumably the 
products of America’s full producti- 
vity have to be bought, or at least ex. 
changed for something or other, Does 
Mr. Baruch seriously entertain the 
idea of -swapping, say with China, a 
million automobiles for 10 million 
pounds of tea? Such transaction: 
would in fact tend to raise what is 
called “the standard of life.” But the 
big boys could make no profit out of 
them; unless they were rewarded by 
the American State, 

But what if China, as she certainly 
will, wants to make her own auto- 
mobiles? She will resist this new form 
of “dumping.” She will insist that 
what she wants is factory equipment 
that will enable her to make her own 
automobiles. If she insists too much, 
I suppose, the American aeroplanes 
(which “will have established the 
might of America before the world”) 
will be called into play. 


From the same report of Roose- 
velt we learn that “his confident 
speech delighted the tens of thou- 
sands of cheering, clapping Canadians 
assembled on Parliament Hill.” 


WAR UNPOPULAR THEN 


In October, 1939, though Appease- 
ment had been hanged at the ¢ross- 
roadg on men’s journey in pursuit of 
happiness and peace, it was_ still 
necessary for Mr. Chamberlain to 
appease a peace-longing British 
public with the assurance, in Britain’s 
Parliament, that “nobody desires the 
war to continue for an unnecessary 
day,” and that “if, therefore, prupo- 
sals are made [by the enemy for a 
settlement] we shall certainty 
examine them.” 

We took the wrong turning at 
that crossroad and have travelled a 
hell of a long way down it. (The 
phrase ig apt, if strong.) Each new 
proposal that has been made has 
been more hastily and more con- 
temptuously dismissed without exam- 
ination as a peace “offensive.” 


* 


Even the Allies’ own proposals, 
made, of course, with a genuine 
desire for peace, have become offen- 
sive in their own eyes: public 
pressure for statements of “peace 
aims” whose justice would startle 
the enemy into dropping his arms 
has gone down before the lust for 
“unconditional surrender.” 

Eulogizing that policy in the House 
of Lords on August 5, 1943, Lord 
Winster expressed “anxiety” at tne 
deathbed effort of Reason to mitigate 
its unreasonableness by calling it 


“honourable capitulation.” 

“Then the Prime Minister made a speech in 
which he said that our immediate policy was 
to leave the Italians to ‘stew in their own 
juice’ and to hot up the fire to assist in the 
‘process—a very satisfactory statement indeed. 
He also spoke about an ‘avalanche of fire and 
steel’ which would descend upon Italy. That 
is the sort of thing which I like to hear, and 
which I expect most of us like to hear.” 


DID YOU PROTEST? 


“Most of us” have not disabused 
Lord Winster of. that expectation. 
Yet time was when we insisted on 
our fire and steel being labelled 
“With Regrets.” In 19438 (Aug. 26) 


the Evening Standard reports that 

“Mr. Henry Wallace, Vice-President of the 
United States, asked to comment on Mr. 
Roosevelt’s speech at Ottawa yesterday, told 
reporters that he agreed with the President 
that the aims of the Atlantic Charter were 
attainable, 

“He added that ‘we might well take a second 
look’ before. applying Section 4 to aggressor 
nations immediately after the war. . . ‘It 
seems to me,’ said Mr. Wallace, ‘we will have 
to think twice about giving an aggressor 
nation an equal access to trade and to raw 
materials.’ ” 


How many pacifists, I wonder, iet 
alone all those who more readily 
trust the promises of the Allied war 
leaders, pinned their hopes of seeing 
peace and justice the other side of 
military victory on precisely that 
pledge in the Atlantic Charter? 

How often and how angrily we 
have been accused, even by pacifists, 


On the Nazi Model 


OW I am willing to believe that Mr. 

Baruch has no sinister intentions, He is, 
for all his eminence as a banker, just bone 
stupid. He either does not see the factual con- 
sequences of his amiable plan; or, if he does 
glimpse them, he somehow persuades himself 
that what suits the American big-boys, who 
always Jhave the best intentions, must suit 
other people. 

But I must point out that what he proposes 
is the extension, on a far vaster scale, of that 
“economic penetration” of S.E. Europe by the 
Nazis which aroused such moral indignation, 
here and in USA. Just like Mr. Baruch, the 
Nazi bankers explained that their overriding 
concern was to raise the standard of life in 
the Balkans, which they did, as we all remem- 
ber, by trading mouth-orgahs and aspirin for 
the primary produce of the peasants. All the 
Nazis asked was simply that Germany should 
have the virtual monopoly of industrifal pro- 
duction while S.E. Europe remained a sphere 
of primary production. 


(Continued’on page 2) 


asks 


HUMPHREY S. MOORE 


of unfairly attacking sincere and 
desperately troubled men, whenever 
some of us have pointed out the folly 
of relying on qa promise of a zvod 
harvest of figs after Victory has 
reaped the growing crop of thistles! 

True, we still hear such phrases as 
the “regrettable necessity” of waging 
ever more ruthless war; and one 
newspaper, only quite recently, used 
a phrase like an echo of Mr. 
Chamberlain’s “not an ‘unnecessary 
day.’” But the emphasis is now 
even more on the “necessity” than on 
the “regret,” and we have much less 
humane ideas of what is “necessary.” 


* 

President Roosevelt’s “admission” 
that he might have ended the war by 
inviting Hitler to Quebec is but the 
rhetorical counterpart of the more 
grimly real determination (in Mr. 
Brendan Bracken’$ words at Quebec) 
to “bomb, burn, and_ ruthlessly 
destroy in every way available to us 
the people responsible for creating 
this war.” 

And the “cheering, clapping Cana- 
dians assembled on Parliament Hill” 
are the counterpart of the people 
here who, either unprotestingly or 
with expressions of satisfaction, 
receive the news of each new 
horror (“It is now reported that 
18,000 people were drowned when the 
Elbe tunnel received a direct hit 
during one of the recent raids on 
Hamburg.”—D, Mail, Aug. 25)—and 
then turn on the music while they 
work to make their positive contri- 
bution to the hideous, peace-ruining 
business. 

Are the people guilty, then, of the 
crime of war? 

The ignorance, if not the poverty, 
in which large numbers of people are 
kept by bad educational, social, and 
political practices may be pleaded as 
an extenuating circumstance. But it 
is surely no alibi, 


“RELUCTANT” SUPPORT 


Can We acquit altogether those, at 
any rate, who know that war is 
*wrong—or even who only know it 18 
futile as a means to peace—yet give 
it material or moral support they 
could withhold without any very 
great sacrifice ? “Reluctantly,” 
maybe. But what consolation is that 
to war’s immediate victims or to the 
victims of its aftermath? 

No-one has any right to demand 
real sacrifices of anyone else—though 
it may be pointed out that most 
people (who would resenr such 
demands from pacifists) seem to 
have no objection to politicians 
demanding sacrifices for war, and 
that those sacrifices are calculated to 
be greater, and less worth while, 
than the sacrifices that may have to 
be made for peace. 

But there is much that people can 
do, or at least say—or refrain from 
doing or saying—if not to end the 
war, at any rate to lessen its evil 
effects now and after the war, when 
the best possible conditions will be 
needed for preventing further wars 
and making real peace . 


* 


Is the evidence against the people 
only circumstantial? I hope it is. 
And is it fair to blame the “reluct- 
ant” accomplices for lacking the 
courage to refuse? Perhaps not. 

But, morally guilty or not (I am 
not the judge, only a witness), the 
things they are in fact doing will 
nevertheless give them an electric 
shock one day. It might be fatal 
—or nearly so—or it might serve 
only to galvanize them into new life. 

To take a chance on it is to gamble 
with lives—our children’s, mostly. If 
the peoples would attend to the call 
of their common Humanity, they 


‘| would realize that surrender to it 


“would pay better now than later.” 
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Signs of Apathy 


NE item of news that has come 
out of Italy in the past week is 
worth meditating. 


“It is known that the Fascist 
authorities, even in places near home, 
ignored Jul. 25, suppressed all demon- 
strations at the fall of Mussolini, and 
eontinued to govern as before. The 
peasants had got used to these 
authorities in twenty-two years. They 
heard about the fall of Fascism in the 
towns, but they had not the initiative 
to settle affairs with the local Fascist 
leaders.” (Quoted from the Swedish 
press by The Economist, Sep. 18). 


Se the convinced Fascists from the 
towns—and it is worth remembering 
always that there are Fascists by 
conviction—simply transplanted them- 
selves to the Italian countryside where 
their colleagues were carrying on as 
before. There they waited for some- 
thing to happen, or plotted that some- 
thing should happen. 

The pattern of revolution fixed in 
men’s minds today is the pattern of 
the Russian revolution. This news 
from Italy does not conform to it at 
all. In Russia the solid substance of 
the revolutionary movement was the 
great movement of the peasants to 
appropriate the land. That made 
sure that it was a revolution. In Italy, 
it seems, the peasants were just in- 
different. Why, after all, should they 
settle affairs with the local Fascist 
leaders? What would they have 
gained by helping to put the officials 
of Badoglio and the King in their 
place? On the other hand, the 
peasants throughout Europe believe 
that it is no use helping to make a 
Communist revolution, They get done 
in the end. The land they take is 
taken away from them. 


It may be objected that the Italians, 
as well as being an attractive people, 
are a peculiar one. But is it really 
peculiar in these days for a people to 
be so politically apathetic and in- 
different? Is it not rather true that 
the same apathy and disillusion is 
occurring everywhere? Is Britain 
herself so very different? 


There are still in Britain some signs 
of what is called political activity. 
There are bye-elections; there is a 
Trade Union Congress. But the Trade 
Union Congress does little in fact but 
declare that Mr. Churchill is infallible 
and that the conduct of the war is an 
arcanum into which no self-respecting 
democrat would dream of prying, 
There have been Uthwatt, Scott and 
Beveridge reports. They were all 
greeted with enthusiasm, as though 
the new era had _ begun. Still, 
nothing happens; nothing seems likely 
to happen. 

One has the sense that polities is 
become a stage-play of excursions 
and alarums, and that democracy is 
dying quietly on its feet, while still 
executing the habitual gestures. Mr. 
Churchill, without whom not a single 
vital decision can be taken, stays in 
America for six weeks. There seems 
to be no compelling reason why he 
should not have stayed for six months 
or indeed for ever. Perhaps the 
sovereign people will one day discover 
that Mr. Churchill does not exist: but 
has for a long while past been one of 
the “noises off.”’ Occasionally, an acid 
statement is made in the press: a 
nasty remark, for instance, about “his 
peculiar system of personal rule by 
remote control.” But nothing hap- 
pens. Nothing seems likely to happen. 
Polities is dead. 

That may, of course, be the voice of 
our own political apathy. Let us hope 
it is. For all its faults the free 
political society is worth having: and 
worthy of a better fate than to expire 
In an ecstasy of adulation of Mr. 
Churchill. But some sign of life 
somewhere would be reassuring. 


My newspapers recently told me of 


Britain’s economic policy after the w 
Johnston, President of the American 
Wells’s query. 


R. Johnston was speaking at a 
luncheon in the Dorchester 
Hotel, and he made his state- 
ment in reply to avery humble plea 
by Mr. Oliver Lyttleton, who seemed 
really anxious to know just what 
America would be kind enough to do 
with, and for, proud Britain in the 
economic field. To this plea Mr. 
Johnston replied that Americans 
“want to start with the situation as 
it is. Only our extreme and unrepre- 
sentative theorists want to start with 
a new heaven and a new earth.” 

Well, that in itself is fairly plain. 
Things are to start as they are. The 
important question is: How are they? 

This is where Mr, Wells comes in, 
for according to my newspaper he 
says there is no use in winning the 
war merely to re-establish the old 
conditions. To which -I, for one, 
would say that if we were determined 
to set up a new economic system for 
Britain and the world, we could surely 
have achieved that end much more 
easily by not going to war. 

When the great Mr. Pitt decided 
to make himself the “terror of 
Europe,” he made no pretence that he 
was doing it in order to found a 
better world system. He just blasted 
and burned and achieved his finest 
hour without any moral pretexts. 


Keeping Status Quo 


But that apart, the important ques- 
tion is what. is to be the method by 
which the ruling class of the USA pro- 
poses to keep the world system going 
as it is? To this Mr. Johnston re- 
plied to Mr. Lyttleton as follows: 


“We have more capital than you, but you 
have more knowledge than we have of the 
management of capital internationally in the 
mazes of credits and currencies and exchanges. 
You have the greater skill. We have the 
greater weight. Let us pool them; but on 
these terms—the capital employed shall be 
private capital and free capital and com- 
petitive capital.” 


NEGROES’ NON-VIOLENT . 
RESISTANCE!” 


A “CAMPAIGN of non-violent direct 
" action against Jim Crow customs 


and laws’ was decided on by a er 
mous vote of a “We-are-Americans- 


Too” conference held by the March on 
Washington Movement in Chicago, 
Jun. 30-Jul. 4 (reports the August 
issue of Fellowship, journal of the 


- American FoR). . 


“The campaign will be carried on in each 
of the 26 cities in which the MOWM has 
chapters and in each city will be built around 
a nucleus of fifteen informed and cause-con- 
scious members, including at least one national 
officer. Loca] and national training institutes 
in the techniques of mon-violent direct action 
will be established.” 

The same issue of Fellowship reporte that 
Melba Rossalyn Wilson, FoR member, from 
Columbus, Ohio (whose husbang and two 
brothers are in the army), chose a night in 
jail and a 25 dol. fine recently rather than 
submit to “Jim Crow rules’ in a Southern bus. 

In Danville, Virginia, she was riding in the 
“White” section of a bus with only two other 
passengers (both Whites) when she was asked 
to move. ‘A number of thoughta went through 
my mind, but I found I could not make myself 
move,” she is reported to have said. 


ATROCITIES 


ROBERT H. THOULESS, in his new 
book, “Straight Thinking in War- 
time,” writes :-— 

We may reasonably refuse to believe that 
the law of the distribution of atrocities is 
the simple one that might be gathereq from 
war-time press reports—that atrocities are 
committed by our enemies but not by our own 
fighting forees or by those of our allies. 

In the Russo-Japanese war. when British 
aympathies were with the Japanese, we heard 
much of their chivalry in battle: now that 
they are our enemies, we hear of their num- 
erous atrocities against wounded and civilian 
prisoners. 

When the Russians invaded Finland in 
January, 1940, our sympathies were with the 
Finns and our papers reported Russian atroci-~ 
ties. A typical statement was, for example, 
that Russian wounded prisoners were afraid 
to be sent to Finnish hospitals because they 
said that these would be objects of attack by 
Russian airmen. Now the Russians are our 
allies and our press givea reports only of Ger- 
man atrocities on the Russian front. 

It ig not reasonable to suppose that the 
Ratures of the Japanese and the Ruesian 
soldiers have changed between wars. It seems 
more likely that they both show the same 
proportion of atrocities whether they are fight- 
ing on our side or not, and that the apparent 
difference is simply due to the tendency both 
of our propaganda and of our own minds to 
idealize our allies and & see tha worst side 
of our enemies. 


ar. At meeting number two, Mr. Eric 
Chambers of Commerce, answered Mr. 


What could be more straight- 
forward than that? If anything, Mr. 
Johnston errs on the side of modesty. 
For, compared with the position after 
the last war, America has shown much 
more skill in handling the movements 
of gold and keeping the exchange rate 
of the dollar steady than has 
Britain, ; 

Even as late as 1929 Mr. Baldwin 
was saying that Britain had re- 
covered her world financial supremacy, 
and recovered it permanently. In 
1936 Mr. Churchill was proudly say- 
ing that London was still the safest 
refuge for cosmopolitan gold. In 1941, 
alas, Mr. Churchill was obliged te say 
that he did not know where to turn 
for a dollar. 

Fortunately, in making himself the 
terror of Europe, Mr, Pitt had won 
some islands in the Pacific, and these 
—and Belgium—helped us out. 


Victory—for What? 


But whilst Mr. Wells wishes to 
defeat Germany as a preliminary to 
setting up a new economic policy, the 
ruling class of Britain and the USA 
wish to defeat her in order to re- 
establish the old. Nobody could make 
Mr. Johnston’s words mean anything 
else than that. Private money was 
the basis of the old system and is to 
be the basis of the new. 

But how will private money affect, 
say, Russia and all the enthusiasts 
for the Beveridge Report? In the 
future development of China, India, 
and elsewhere, Russia can play no 
part. Only private capital is to be 
allowed, and there is no private capital 
in Russia, 

Will barter be allowed? Not likely. 
Mr. Cordell Hull has already declared 
that America would never tolerate 
the barter system. Mr. Roosevelt has 
said America would fight to safeguard 
the profit-making system. 


COMMENTARY 


Mr. Baruch and his kind want the same 
industrial monopoly for America vis-a-vig the 
whole primary-producing world. And, untess 
they are very careful, they will slip, without 
knowing it, into precisely the same methods of 
imposing their “new order” as the Nazis em- 
ployed in imposing theirs. 

Food and Nationalism 
T is no longer Athens, but Calcutta, where 
the miserable inhabitants drop dead of 
starvation in the streets. Calcutta—the chief 
city of India. Nevertheless it would be unfair 
fo point to this as an effect of British rule in 
India. There is no solid evidence that under 
the only conceivable alternative to British rule 
—rule by Indian National Congress—the same 
starvation would not be occurring. More, say 
the defenders of British rule. Equally, there is 
and can be no evidence for that. 

But I ask myself which is better for an 
Indian: to die of starvation under a British 
Government, or to die of starvation under an 
Indian Government? I don’t see much to 
choose. Does the starving Indian? The real 
question ig: What kind of government will 
raise the poverty-stricken masses of Indie 
above the starvation level? If the choice is 
restricted to ‘‘British” or ‘‘National,” the true 
answer (I fear) ia: Neither. A Communist 
government, perhaps. 

The truth is that “political nationalism" has 
no longer any real answer to the world’s 
problems. It belongs to a dead, or dying 
world. That goes for China, too. There the 
Nationa) Government has found nothing better 
to do than to use 200 millions of the 500 million 
dolar loan from USA to buy—gold! (News- 
Chronicle, Sep. 17). Ye Gods! The Chinese 
also are starving. Let ’em eat gold. Aurum 
potabile: Consomme Soong. 


A Polish Suggestion 


ISCUSSING the future with a very intelli- 

gent Polish soldier, I asked his views on 
the relations between Poland and Russia. He 
said he had no hope of any tolerable solution. 
»Then he developed an idea of his own. Poland, 
as a nation, he said, was weary of its destiny 
of being a battleground between two greater 
powers. Why not let the Poles build themselves 
a new country altogether? Brazil was prac- 
tically an empty continent with a good climate 
and vast natural resources. Why should not 
part of Brazil become the new Poland? 

It was astonishing to me that a passionately 
patriotic Pole—does there exist a Pole who is 
not?—should have formed such an idea. I 
could not help’ thinking that if, when Poland 
demands of Britain, as she undoubtedly will, 
the fulfilment of the solemn promise to restore 
the integrity of Poland, she were to signffy 
that she would be content with such a fulfil- 
ment, it would make a tremendous impression, 
and might even break through the utter dead- 
lock created by the nationalist idea. For a 
passionately patriotic nation to be willing to 
abandon its own homeland for the sake of 
peace might open the gates into a new world. 


The Power of—Fear 


ORD Wavell in a speech on Sep. 18 said: 
“Tt has always seemed to me a curious 
fact that money ie forthcoming in any quan- 
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What Are We Fighting For ? 


two really important meetings. At 
meeting number one, Mr. H. G. Wells was trying to discover what is to_be 


As to Beveridge, there will arise 
the old -unanswerable question? 
Where is the money to come from? 
As in 1919, money created by the 
State will be “boloney” money. 
Private money has ruled the world 
since the Whigs of the City of 
London got rid of the Stuarts, 

Macaulay tells us that that revolu- 
tion ended a period of prosperity. 
Except for the Napoleonic wars, the 
war of 1870, and the last war, 
England has never been prosperous 
since. In war we have State money; 
between wars we have private money, 


Palliating Evil 


Our Beveridge enthusiasts started at the 
wrong end. They should have said “every 
victim of this money system must be assured 
of the necessary quantity of good food, good 
clothes, and a home.” Instead they said 
“give the victims £2.” 

To get good food, clothes and a home 
would have been comparatively easy. But 
to get £2-—that will be impossible, £2 
will increase taxation. Increased taxation 
will increase the price of our exports. We 
will not be able to compete, and our last 
state will be worse than our first. 

We have heard it all before. We shall hear 
it again. 

Money is the key to everything. If it is ta 
be private money, the quantity of goods to 
be made available will be determined by the 
quantity of private money which ig made 
available. If the owner of private money 
wishes to invest, then producers are allowed 
to produce. 

In 1980-31 the resources of real wealth pro- 
duced by nature and the machines reached 
their highest level in human history. So also 
did human poverty. Nobody could create 
money to allow the goods to be consumed, The 
private investor obviously would not lend te 
produce more goods while the market was full 
of unsold goods. 


Private Ownership 


The issue of the future is now clear. 
Private property in land and factories can 
produce all the goods man needs. Private 
property in these things may even be best 
for production. I am not taking sides. 

This we do know: Private ownership of the 
money by which land and factories are per- 
mitted to work has produced a crisis every ten 
years. It now produces a war every twenty 
years. The facts of these crises are told in 
the report of the League of Nations Economic 
Committee established in 1931. 

We know, too, that those who look like 
being successful in challenging private money 
are invariably crucified. Does My. Wells wish 
to end hig days on a cross? 


(Continued from page 1) 


tity for a war, but that no nation has ever yet 
produced the money on the same scale to fight 
the evily of peace—poverty, lack of education, 
unemployment, ill-health,” 

Coming from Lord Wavell, the remark is at 
once encouraging and discouraging: encourag- 
ing in that it indicates a mind with a sense of 
human values, discouraging in that Lord 
Wavell has not inquired further into the 
matter, but been content to leave it as “a 
eurious fact.” 

There are other aspects of this same curious 
fact. For instance, that the political divisions 
within a nation virtually disappear when the 
nation is at war, though this is more true of a 
modern society than it was one or two cen- 
turies ago. But’ what is the real explanation 
of the curious fact? Ultimately, I suppose, 
that fear is a more compulsive emotion than 
any other. 
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Forgotten Justice 


T is strange to see how completely 

justice is forgotten in the presence 
of great wmternational struggles. 
Even the great majority of the spec- 
tators are no longer capable of judg- 
ing except as their own personal 
dislikes, tastes, fears, desires, in- 
terests, or passions may dictate—that 
is to say their judgments are not 
judgments at all. How many people 
are capable of delivering a fair ver- 
dict on the struggle now going on? 
Very few. 


This horror of equity, this antipathy 
to justice, this rage against a merci- 
ful neutrality, represents a kind of 
eruption of animal passion in man, a 
blind fierce passion, which is absurd 
enough to call itself a reason when it 
is nothing but a force. 


H. F. AMIEL: 1870: 


Neither the Peace’ Pledge Union nor Peace 
News itself is necessarily committed to views 
expressed in the articles we publish. (Still 
lesa does the acceptance of advertisements 
imply endorsement of any views expressed or 
implied therein or PPU connection with the 
matter advertised). Contributions are wel- 
comed, though no payment is made. They 
should be typewritten, if possible, and one 
side only of the paper show be used. They 
may not be returned tualess a stamped 
addressed envelope ia enclosed, nor can we 
andertake to acknowledge all correspondence 
owing to increased cost of postage. 
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PEACE NEWS 


TRE LAW OF LOVE 


AURENCE Housman’s recent 
article—and more especially 
the latter part—defending 


irregular sex relations as necessary 
for young people in the present cir- 


cumstances is regrettable in the 
extreme. 
It is not less to be deplored 


because in denouncing the attitude of 
those who for conscientious reasons 
oppose such tendencies, especially in 
pacifist circles, he uses question-beg- 
ging and misleading expressions like 
“tyranny,” compulsion,” “ostracism,” 
and “persecution.” None of these 
words deals with the real point, 
which is that of mora] and Christian 
responsibility. Moreover, Laurence 
Housman tries to identify Chris- 
tianity with a mistaken conception of 
liberty. 

Laurence Housman asks Christians 
to be kind, just and considerate to 
those who “do ill,” but goes on to 


demand freedom to do ill. I£ it is 
agreed that unchastity, adultery, 
irresponsibility towards marriage 
partners and towards children, and 
the sort of irresponsibility also 
which draws others into irregular 
unions, are all forms of ill-doing, 
then a sound starting point is 
established. 


But it is important also to assert 
at the outset that Christianity, as 
distinct from some other faiths 
and systems, discriminates very 
clearly between the sin and the 
sinner, and condemns the one as 
vigorously as it seeks to save the 
other. None of us can_ possibly 
mistake Jesus’s searching definition 
of adultery (see Matt. 5, 28) or 
escape it by turning to the story 
included in the Fourth Gospel (Jn. 8, 
1-11), where indeed Jesus showed 
the greatest consideration to the 
guilty woman, but used the word 
“sin” quite emphatically. 


“HAD WE BEEN WISER” 


Some of us may have been less 
than kind to those involved in sex 
difficulties. More of us, had we been 


wiser, might have helped at an early 
stage to prevent trouble. 

The attitude of the Christian 
towards those who find difficulties in 
their domestic relations ought to be 
one of persistent, affectionate, and 
helpful concern, of anxiety to be 
used wherever possible for the heal- 
ing of the breach, the reconciliation 
of the parties, the rebuilding of the 
marriage. Undue hesitation and 
fear of seeming to interfere has 
allowed too many cases to get out of 
hand before offering help. 

There will be no censoriousness 
towards persons, but rather much 
understanding and sympathy. in the 
Christian attitude; but kindness will 
never condone the ill-doing; nor will 
it fail to condemn theory and prac- 
tice in this sort of thing root and 
branch. There can be no question of 
the critics being holier than other 
people: the Church is a society of 
sinners; sinners trying to help one 
another to be saints; and part of the 
duty of the Church and of every 
member is to reach erystal clearness 
as to the difference between right and 
wrong, and fearlessly to preach it. It 
is merely perverse to des¢ribe a 
stand for*principle as “persecution.” 


FREE—TO BE RESPONSIBLE 


Of course, as Laurence Housman says, 
Christian morality is voluntary ang free. The 
State finds adulterers less inconvenient than 
murderers or thieves. The courte could not in 
any case impose morality. 

The responsibility for maintaining personal 
chastity, of honouring marriage vows, of re- 
specting the ‘honour of others, and fulfilling 
pirental duty to children—who have claims on 
two parents—of demonstrating that m mar- 
riage alone do man and woman realize their 
richest relationship—is left to the conscience 
of each person. It is misleading just to say 
that everybody is “free”: for everybody is in 
fact bound by conscience to a higher law 
than any court’ or legislature can deal in: the 
law, in facet, to which all pacifists appeal. 

The Christian is most certainly not free in 
this matter: he is the bond-slave of Jesus 
Christ. Christ calls us not servants but 
friends; but the bonds of friendship and dis- 
cipleship are golden fetters, lending support, 
not drarging us down. 

The Christian person married in church has 
deliberately and in the presence of God 
limited hig socalled freedom by explicitly 
accepting Christian standards and Christian 
responsibilities, and making solemn promises 
to God, to his partner, and to society at large. 
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JDURING the past four years I have continuously protested against the 
calumny on mothers spread by press and radio—but, with one or two 
exceptions, my letters have remained unprinted. The truth is that when 


their sons are killed—the mothers really die, too. 
itself. 
actually die from the shock of loss and anxiety. 
unnoticed in a world of false values, where the 


and life becomes the ashes of 


Hope is extinguished 
In many cases the mothers 
These deaths pass 
social precedence of 


mothers is unacknowledged and, in war time, when the patriotism of the 


childless woman reaches its zenith. 


I regret that on the PPU Council there has been no representative 


of mothers whose sons are in the Forces. 
All norma] mothers want peace by 


one’s own son is no mean virtue. 


Urgency to save the life of 


negotiation, as the only alternative there is to the obscene killing of men. 
Peace means to them the lives of their sons. And the mothers of children 


everywhere want peace. 


They cannot. “take it.” 


They die with their 


children, their protestations against war and politicians and their prayers 


for peace silenced only by death. 


Some few weeks before George Lansbury died, I sent him signatures petitioning the 
Government to take steps to prohibit the bombing of cities—for the sake of children every- 


where... 


and, some months later, I saw that the tenement buildings where I had collected 


signatures from young mothers overwhelmed with horror nnd anxiety, had been bombed. 
Bricks and rubble were al] the evidence that remained of the longing of those motherg for 


peace. 


It should be recognized that the daily work of the average mother ig prohibitive of 
political action~and consequently she can take no action against this most dreadful calumny 


that mothers do not want peace. 


Curia, Northam, N. Devon. 


CHARLOTTE EVELYN PAYNE 


“ Taking It ” 


CCORDING to press statistics, in the 
RAF raid on Berlin on Aug. 28, 12,000 
civilians were killed. During various other 
raids on German cities four figures emerge. 
During the raid on Rome 9,000 were killed 
(not including raids upon other cities in 
Italy). Yet, for the total of raids upon Britain 
mot more than roughly 60,000 have been killed. 
I mention these figures because I would like 
to point out that in spite of the bhoastings of 
the prese and vaunted ‘we can take it,” it 
would appear that the “enemy” can “more 
than take it,” and evidently suffer more and 
“take more” than we do. The more decent- 
-minded folk don’t boast or compare notes, but 
unfortunately become “ostriches” and generally 
say “it’s too horrible to discuss—J’q rather 
forget it,"’ instead of raising a protest. 

Of course, in any case, it is a stupid remark: 
for no-one has any option in the matter! 
We are never asked “‘Can we take it?” 

N. P. LOTT 
26 Ennis Rd., Stroud Green, N.4. 


No Constructive Offering 


John Cowling’s excellent article ‘Socialism 
in our Time” only emphasizes the confusion 
existing in the movement by its stupid refusal 
to adopt a policy. 

John Cowling merely arrives at the same 
decision ay most other writers in Peace News 
do—speculate on which political body ia more 
likely to produce a saciety saeceptable to 
pacifiats. John Cowling, like Mr. Marry, 
weighs up the claimg of the ILP ang Common 


Wealth. How strange that neither visualizes 
the PPU as the great reviving force of society 
in the future. ‘ 


I had a letter from a friend in London this 
week who said the PPU speakers in Hyde 
Park were listened to attentively, but apart 
from saying war is wrong the audience goes 
away quite unaware of any constructive offer- 
ing from the movement. 


The PPU adopted “The Rights of Man,” 
but No-ane ever hears any mention of this, 
either from Head Office or official speakers. 
We fre against the war and we have no 
notions about the peace. No wonder the 
pacifist ia held in contempt. 

A. LEAPER 


473 Endike Lane, Hull. 
Living Example 


The letter you published last week about the 
old pastor of Milan reflects what I have often 
thought—that the very unselfish actions of 
many Christians and pacifists lose their worth 
because often it is selfishness that inspires 
them. Harry Hilditeh is all right as far as 
he is concerned, but isn’t it rather hard on 
the billetee if he is either refused lodging or. 
ence in, refused any service? Isn’t that 
sowing seeds of bitterness which will grow 
into a strong anti-pacifist feeling? Example 
and living ga far more to spread pacifiam 
than rebellious spasms and protests which 
somehow seem to have their origin in the very 
bitterness that we hope to destroy. 

LESLIE F, LOVELL 
WAC Hostel, Harvington, 
Evesham, Worce. 


By a member of the 
Society of Friends 


the obligations of a secular person 
in a register office realiy any less? 


CHRISTIANS’ DUTY 


The Church and the Christian person have 
the further duty of urging on all their neigh- 
bours the full discharge of their moral respon- 
sibilities, including the fulfilment of promises, 
and of irying to help in particular cases and 
even of remonsirating (with sympathy and 
understanding) with those who fail. 

The future of humanity and the whole 
quality of its life may well depend on the 
quiet faithfulness of those “‘sticklers,” not for 
a legal but for a Christian code of marriage, 
by which animal instincts are held in check 


Are 
married 


“and human responsibility faithfully met. 


It can searcely be argued too strongly that 
what is improperly called -freedom in sex re- 
lations is no Jess than a substitution for 
acceptance of the traditional restraints of a 
higher morality of domination by the lower 
instincts. What. is called “life and liberty” is 
simply an attempt to satisfy unquiet minds by 
rationalizing irregular relationships and Jend- 
ing them the respectability of principle. 

Such “liberty” entirely fails to conform to 
the Christian tests which Laurence Housman 
himself proposes: it is far from kind, just, or 
considerate to the other people involved, and 
is but an odious form of selfishness. Only a 
perverted conscience can approve all the 
falsities it produces. 


THE DIFFICULTIES 


Conformity with the ideal fis admittedly 
difficult for young people in this as in other 
things, especially in the atmosphere of our 
time, where self-discipline is at a discount. 
But the difficulties of young people are an 
argument for the strictest self-control] on the 
part of all those connected with idealistic 
societies and especially those called to guide 
them. 

Clear thinking and irreproachable example 
are the service required of all. The con- 
scientious ubjector to military service, be he 
Christian or not, naturally sets a very high 
value on personality and believes it capable of 
the greatest things: it is therefore impossible 
for him to say that human nature cannot 
eecept the restraints. of sexual purity. The 
Christian disciple, at any rate, sinner though 
he be, is given strength through the faith 
that his Master is able to keep the life that 
has been surrendered to him. 

Finally, the strongest possible protest must 
be entered against Laurence Housman's quite 
unfair attempt to use the history of the 
Society of Friends in support of his argument. 
The fact that early Friends refused to be 
married by ‘priests’? in “steeple-houses’’ and 
established their own marriage céremonies and 
their own registralion arrangements has 
nothing whatever to do with companionate or 
trial marriage or any form of unchastity, un-. 
faithfulness, or free love. Friends were defy- 
ing Church and State, but they were not dis- 
regarding the elaims of morality. Now, as 
then, the Society stands for the Christian ideal 
in marriace and for the full personal accept- 
anee of all its responsibilites. 


Letters to the Editor 


Owing to the large number of claims 
on our severely limited space, correspond- 
enta are urged to keep their letters very 
brief and preferably under 250 words. 
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| YECHE basis of he Peace Pledge Union fs 


the following pledge which is signed 
by each member: 


I RENOUNCE WAR AND I WILL NEVER 
SUPPORT OR SANCTION ANOTHER. 
‘ The address to which new signatures of 
| the pledge should be sent, and from which 
, further particulars may be obtained is: 


‘== « PPU HEADQUARTERS, 3o= 
Dick Sheppard House, Endsleigh St., W.C.1. 


Peace by 
Negotiation 


The campaign aiming, under the 
chairmanship of Sybil Morrison, at 
securing a cessation of hostilities for 
the purpose of reaching a settlement 
has changed its name from the 
Armistice Campaign to the Negoti- 
ated Peace Campaign. 

HE extraordinary extent to 

which the propaganda view of the 
war seems to have gripped nearly 
everybody, and even to have affected 
many pacifists, is an ever-present and 
growing hindrance to efforts to gain 
support for peace by negotiation. 

Courageous work is being done, 
however, in a few centres where 
members of the PPU are determined 
to do what they can, however little 
it may be. In particular, open-ahr 


meetings are being held with in- 
creasing regularity, as has been 
reported in PN from time to time. 
The latest report comes from 
Birmingham, where, from Sep. Hi, 
they have started three regular 


meetings: in the Bull Ring, every 
Wednesday lunch-hour; and = at 
Erdington and Blue Gates, Smeth- 
wick, every Saturday. It is particu- 
larly encouraging that some who 
have come forward as speakers are 
new to open-air work. But more are 
wanted (writes the secretary, Harry 
Hilditch) so that the number of 
meetings may be increased: they can 
be assured that they will be on a 
platform with experienced speakers. 


MEETINGS 


The Negotiated Peace Campaign 
Committee has tried to encourage 
Groups everywhere to hold meetings. 


If public meetings cannot be 
arranged, it is hoped that an approach 
to local organizations at all likely to 
respond will be made so that the 
subject can be discussed either at 
meetings of those bodies or at joint 
meetings. It may be that PPU 
Groups themselves—either separately 
or in Regional or Area meetings— 
may feel they need to clear their 


Intolerant Pacifists | 2: °° te estion first. 


For all these kinds of meetings 


W E are grateful to Margery South | speakers are available and should he 


for amplifying her very dis- 
turbing letter to Peace News. We are 


booked through Headquarters. 
It is hoped that it will not be long now 


humbled by the exposure of those of | before a full-time organizer is appointed by 


us who call themselves Christian paci- 
fists, and we must acknowledge an 
uncomfortable share of the responsi- 
bility for the weakness of our move- 
ment today. Can we not, even at this 
late hour, try and show greater 


the Campaign and 
especially increased. 

Meanwhile the Committee 
with literature. In addition to the penny 
Peace News Pamphlet, “Negotiation in 
Practice,” and the PPU leaflets, “Will Vietory 
Ensure Peace?” (1s. 6d. per 100) and “Stop!” 
there are in course of preparation: a atate- 


this aspect of its work 


is going ahead 


imagination and love to those pacifists | ment of the case for peace by negotiation 


who have been brought up in a hard 
school? If we can draw them into 
personal friendship with us we shall 
find that we have much to learn from 
them and shall be enriched by the 


contacts. 
RONALD G. and 
CONSTANCE OEHLCKE 


A very considerable correspondence has been 
received on Margery South’s two recent 
letters on the subject of intolerance within 
the pacifist movement. It is impossible 
within our space to summarize them; but 
it must be said that the dissentients are few. 
A large majority of our correspondents—to 
use the words of one of them—‘fing them- 
selves in reluctant but complete agreement.” 
The one letter we print on the subject above 
is reckoned in neither category.—Ed. PN. 


Prescription for Pacifists 


From the excellent article by Alan Shad- 
wick, in PN (Sep. 3), I would like to make 
up a prescription for the PPU. 

It would be composed of two of his gtate- 
ments: (a) “I make a (probably unpopular) 
plea for the realization of our weakness as the 
safest and surest method of assessing our 
strength. We shall remain in mental and 
historic infancy if we do not understand our 
limitations’; and (b) “In the meantime we 
are holding our peace. That is a significant 
phrase. We are holding it like a tiny flame 
cupped in the hands against hostile winds. We 
must hold our peace humbly, because it in- 
volves suffering for those who accept it. and 
we must hold it watchfully, because although 
the crowds pass by, there is here and there a 
man in the street to whom we can hand the 


flame. That is the way we are destined to 
grow.” 
If taken as a daily dose, there would be 


more health in us, and we might cease mentally 
to live in that cloud-euckooland which our 
opvonents, more often unjustly, but sometimes 
quite properly, claim that we inhabit. It is 
to be hoped that the “patients” will take 


the ‘‘medicine.” 
Glasgow, N.W. JAMES McGILL 


entitled “‘Which Road to Peace?": a factual 
pamphlet on the effect, particularly on Ger- 
many, of the dictated peace of 1919: and a 
statement of the case by a Socialist. 


THE CHRISTIAN CASE 


A statement from the Christian point of 
view (a second edition of which has been 
published by the Northern Friends Peace 
Board—Friends’ Meeting House, Clifford St., 
York—at 3d.) is among a number of pub- 
lications of other organizations suitable either 


for general distribution or for campaigners. - 


The “statement of social and economic prin- 


ciples” which has been drawn up by the Com- ’ 


mittee in accordance with AGM resolution has 
been circulated to Groups. 
added here that a final 
appended which relates 

Funds are of course necessary, and will be 
increasingly necessary, to make possible the 
extension of the Campaign Committee’s work 
which is so urgent. The Union’s policy is to 
encourage contributions freely usable for all 
ita activities: but it is hoped that in increas- 
ing your help you will indicate your support 
for the Negotiated Peace Gampaign. 


Hum phrey'S. Moore 


sentence hag been 


AN ANSWER TO THE 


GOVERNMENT'S 
CASE 


AGAINST GONTROLLED FOOD 


RELIEF 
by Roy Walker 
Price 4d. (postage Id.) 


PPU BOOKSHOP 
6 Endsleigh Street, London, W.C.1. 


But it may be - 


it to the Campaign. - 


ACCLESFIELD Public Library will 
display Peace News in the Reading 
Room as a result of a request by tha 
local PPU Group, reports the Maccles- 
field Times, Sep. 9. 


NEWS OF C.0O.5 


Sunday concludes “CO Week.” 
Meetings have been taking place in 
many parts of the country and re- 
ports already indicate that it has 
bgen successful, 

Copies of the special leaflet, “A 
Word About the CBCO” may be 
obtained from the Central Board, 
6 Endsleigh St., W.C.1, and it is also 
available in Welsh. James Maxton’s 
warm support for the “week” and an 
article on its significance, by E. C. 
Redhead, the Board’s treasurer, are 
features of the September issue of the 
CBCO Bulletin. 


RIC Britten, of Coventry, a full-time 
Jehovah's Witness, was prosecuted at 
Coventry on Sep. 15 for failing to comply 
with a direction to work as a male nurse at 
Hereford Mental Hospital, having already 
gerved three months in prison for refusing 
medical examination for non-combatant duties 
in the Army and three months for refusing to 
comply with a previous direction. His appli- 
eation to the tribunal from prison had 
failed. He was sentenced to another term 
of three months’ imprisonment, 


In the hope that further prosecutions of 
this kind will not become part of a general 
policy on the part of the Ministry of Labour, 
active representations are being made by the 
Central Board for COs. 


On Sep. 15 Howard Whitten, joint organ- 
izing secretary of the PPU Food Relief Cam- 
paign, was prosecuted at Clerkenwell for a 
gecond time within six months for failing to 
comply with his conditions of registration as 
a CO, and wag sentenced to 6 months’ im- 
prisonment. On Api. 12 he had been sent to 
Prison for two months. Pleading not guilty, 
Howard Whitten submitted that he had 
““raasonable excuse” for not complying; he had 
asked the tribunal for unconditional exemp- 
tion and entered upon his present work under 
a sense of vocation. Tribunals had held that 
work under vacation might be “reasonable 
excuse.”” 

At the Midlands Tribunal) on Sen. 14 (re- 
ported the Nottingham Evening News), an 
18-year-old etudent. Maurice N. Bailey, was 
registered on condition he gets work in the 
mines, or, if medically unfit, agricultural 
work. He had wanted to join the Friends 
Ambulance Unit. 


Douglas G. Maitland was sentenced to 
8 months’ imvrisonment and fined £6, with 
costs, at the Moot Hall, Newcastle-on-Tyne, on 
Sep. 15 for refusing to attend for an interview 
with the Ministry of Labour. 


Reporting that sentence of 12 months’ hard 
labour wag passed at Birmingham on Aug. 81 
on Walter Smith. 28, of Alveston. Stratford- 
oan-Avon, for refusing to submit himself to 
medical examination (having been registered 
for non-comhatant duties), the Evening 
Standard added: 

“In a statement from the witness-box, Smith, 
who had previously been fined £5 for refusing, 
said he waa manager of a prosperous tool- 
making business at Coventry, which brought 
him in £1,000 a year. Then he studied the 
Scrintures, became a Jehovah's Witness, and, 
deciding to preach the Gospel, threw up his 
job., sold his house, furniture, and motor-car, 


COs IN U.S. PRISONS ‘ 


“Increasing alarm is being felt by relatives 
and friends of the more than 1.500 conscien- 
pee objectors in federal prisons, over inability 
Oo communicate with men who are suffering 
severe repressive measures.” 

Reporting this, the August issue of Fellow- 
ship (of the American FoR) added: 

“Several of the men, coming headlong into 
conflict with vicious, anti-democratic rules and 
practices in the prisons, have made their pro- 
tests by going on work or hunger strikes. In 
many such cases the prison administration has 
countéred immediately by coercive measures 
designed to break the spirits of the men, at 
the same time placing them practically incom- 
municado by drastic reduction or total elimina- 
fion of correspondence and visiting privileges.” 


ADVISORY BUREAUX 


Evesham.,—Ronald J. Lott, 8 Coronation St., 
Evesham. 

Lampeter individual adviser.—Rev. T. Burig 
Davies, Cartref, Bryn Rd., Lampeter. 


New and Important 


The Case for Stanley Hilton 
12 pages 3d.; 4d. post free. 


Broadsheet 7: Fire Guard Duty 
Under Your Loeal Authority 


Completely re-written, 2d.; 3d. post free. 
C.B.C.0., 6 Endsleigh St., W.C.1. 


the POLITICS of PEACE—6d 


“first-class material for the kind of group 


etudy we need.”"—J.M.M. 
* * * 


peace COMMENTARY — 3d 


socialist-pacifist . . . first of the month. 
= * * 


peace COMMENTARY eroup, 
16 Mecklenburgh Sa., W.C.1. 


A CONSTRUCTIVE POLICY . ? | 


CONFERENCE ON Sat., Sep, 25th 
WORLD UNITY ite 


Salvador 
de Madariaga 

City Literary Institute, 5B—? 

Off Drury Lane, Holborn, Dr. David 
Admission Free. Canteen. Mitrany 
Organized by the WORLD UNITY 

Movement. 
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LETTE RS—Con'd from p. 3 


Armistice 


POLIciEs may be judged as to how 

far they work when compared 
with the end for which they are de- 
signed, Assuming. that the authors of 
the “unconditional surrender” policy 
are working towards peace, then to 
say that it is pragmatically foolish 
has not been contradicted, and not 
likely to be contradicted by the event. 


If by the immediate policy of paci- 
fism is meant the relevance found by 
some pacifists in stressing at the 
present time that “negotiation” is to 
be preferred to “unconditional sur- 
render” as a starting point for peace 
building, then it should create neither 
misunderstanding nor illusion. 


“Unconditional surrender” is relevant to 
pacifism, in that unless the war policy is 
changed to achieve some other end it will be 
the most unsatisfactory foundation on which 


to build peace. 
HENRY HILDITCH 
The Grange, Wythall, Birmingham. 


Your “Thoughts on the Armistice” appear to 
be based on a mistaken assumption. Pacifists 
who disagree with your argument on the irrele- 
vance of pacifism to the immediate issues of 
the war have never, to my knowledge, argued 
that the demand for “unconditional surrender” 
was mere impertinent foolishness. 


It is obvious that, given time, strength, and 
certain circumstances, it eould be achieved. No 
pacifist would deny it; on the contrary it is 
their fear of the long-drawn-out and _ bitter 
consequences of such a conclusion to the war 
that igs their incentive for campaigning against 
1t. 

Alex Wood's letter to the Cambridge Daily 
News gives the case against “unconditional 
surrender” in precise terms: ‘'(1) That an offer 
of reasonable terms is likely to shorten the 
war; (2) That a settlement reached by negoti- 
ation ig more likely to be permanent.” This 
statement, far from being contradicted by the 
event is strongly supported by the events since 
the unconditional surrender of Italy, 


Reasonable terms would have had repercus- 
sions throughout Europe, for though it jis plain 
that militarists could not be expected to offer 
Italy neutrality, long-sighted statesmanchip 
could surely have offered some promise for the 
future? The terms of the armistice (one of 
which binds Italy to blind acceptance of what- 
ever political-and economic terms the Allied 
Governments may choose to impose at a later 
date) is no inducement to Germany to sur- 
render on like terms, 


If we are to wait for all men to be “capable 
of peace’? in themselves, then we shall wait a 
'ane time before the monstrosity of war is 
defeated. 

The ‘society of peace’ is indeed ‘far to 
seek,” but there are some of us who believe 
that one step towards it is to persuade our 
fellow human beings that Alex Wood's two 
voints are true and real, and to stake our 
lives, if necessary, in the attempt. 


SYBIL MORRISON 
(Acting Chairman, Negotiated Peace 
Campaign.) 

While printing, as in duty bound, these two 
letters, we must refer our readera back to 
the text of the article to which they take 
exception. Since the article was written it 
has been made plain that the Badoglio 
Government offered “unconditional  sur- 
render” from the very beginning of “‘nego- 
tiations.”” A sharp distinction should be 
made, as we have frequently urged, between 
“unconditional surrender” as the price of 
armistice—anything else is perhaps a mili- 
tary impossibility today—and “unconditional 
surrender” conceived as a prelude to a dic- 
tated peace. A great dea! of irrelevant and 
futile discussion would be avoided. (Ed. PN.) 


Lifes and Liberty’ 


Let me assure my friend Vipont Brown that 
I did not ‘drag in” the valuable testimony of 
the Society of Friends ‘‘to support laxity in 
marital relations,” but only as a proof that 
neople can live conscientiously up to their 
family duties without the aid of the law—that 
‘egality and morality are not the same thing. 
Tf Quakers were able to safeguard the welfare 
of their illegitimate children in the 17th cen- 
tury, so can non-Quakers today. 

May I add that I did not “advocate’’ non- 
‘egal marital relations. I only stated what I 
helieve to be the right and Christian way of 
treatine those whose view of marriage is not 
‘he Christian one. It is nonsense to pretend 
‘hat disapproval does not frequently take the 
form of social boycott and dismissal from 


employment. 
LAURENCE HOUSMAN 


IMPORTANT SECOND HAND BOOKS 
FOR PEACE NEWS READERS 


Very Foreign * Affairs, John Scanion, 


3s Gd. (4s. post free). 

Annals of Innocence and Experience, Her- 
bert Read, 5s. 6d. (6s. post free). 
Wall Street Under Oath, Ferdinand Pecora, 

4s. 6d. (5s. post free). 
Autobiography, Erie Gill, 7s. 6d. (8s. post 
free). 


NEW BOOKS 


Alternative to Death, Viscount Lyming- 
ton. The relationship between Soil, 
Family and Community, 8s, 6d. (9s. 
post free). 

Seed Beneath the Snow, by Ignazio Silone, 
author of Fontamara, 10s. 6d. (11s. 
post free). 

Our Towns, a Close-up, preface by Mar- 
garet Bondfield 5s. (5s. 6d. post 
free). 

Marxism, is it Science? Max Eastman, 
8s. 6d. (9s. post free). 


THE PEOPLE'S BOOK SERVICE, 


18 Noel Street, W.1, 
Write for our list, 1d. 


—— aanesnaiaiammmmminn 


September 24 1943 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 


HARGES: 2d. ver word. minimum 
/ 2s. 6d. (Box No. 6d extra). Re- 
ductions on 6 or more insertions. 


ASH must accompany copy, except 
4 for series bookings. 


ATEST TIME for copy to he 
received: MONDAY. Pleaga 
type copy separately from your letter. 


ACCOMMODATION 


ACCOMMODATION wanted Northampton for 
month by young man undergoing treatment 
for blindness; must be reasonable. Box 98 
PN, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 

C.0. AND FAMILY, threatened eviction, 
urgently require house to rent, London or 
Home Counties. 7 rooms, kitchen, etc., 
garden essential. Box 103 PN, 3 Blackstock 
Rd., N.4. 

C.0. AND WIFE require cottage, flat, fur- 
nished or unfurnishegd rooms, eastern side 
Leeds. Moore, 55 ‘Tennyson Av., Mex- 
borough, 

FOR ALL properties to be let or sold in 
N.W, London and Districts, apply to McCraith 
and Brooks. Auctioneera and Surveyors, 44 
Market Place, N.W.11. (Speedwell 98838, $ 
linea), who will give special attention to the 
rNudirementa of pacifists. 

ORGANIZATION requires office or 
average-sized room in house. London or 
fringe. Box 102 PN, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 

UNFURNISHED house, flat, or part house 
urgently required by C.O., married, with small 
child, wife expecting another shortly. Pref. 
Surrey or Middlesex. Box 101 PN, 3 Black- 
stock Rd., N.4. 


EDUCATIONAL 


FIND RECREATION and new power to 
serve through speaking and writing. Corre 
spondence {also visit) lessons ~5s., classes 
1s. 6d. Dorothy Matthews, B.A., 82 Primrose 
Hill Rd.. London, N.W.3. 

SHERWOOD SCHOOL, Epsom (Prog., 
Co-ed, Community; boarding and day; 8-18) is 
extending premises. A few vacancies still 
remain. Margaret Barclay, B.A., Harold 
Pratt, B.A. 


FOR SALE & WANTED 

ACCORDIONS bought, sold, and part-ex- 
changed; satisfaction guaranteed: all sizes; 
good selection. 43 Perth Rd., Leyton, E.10. 

ALTERATION. Mr. Cowling regrets delay 
of orders for apples, salads, and veg. 10s. and 
£1 packages. Orders sent in rotation. Please 
enclose carriage, 1s. Whinney Bank, Thongs- 
bridge, Yorks. 

c.0. HAS UNIQUE Plastic Lighters suit- 
able for pipes. Something different. 6s. 9d. 
post free. Wheeldon, 98 Long St., Burton-on- 
Trent. 

SCHOOLMASTER'’S GOWN required, 
medium or long, decent condition; cash. 
Terence Moore, 79 Gordon Rd., W.5. 


LAND & COMMUNITY 


C.0., SINGLE, 35, taking over 6-acre small- 
holding, seeks another or others with furni- 
tura; 50-50. Salop. Box 100 PN, 3 Black- 
stock Rd., N.4. 

FOUR-ROOMED furnished hut, 
streams, lake, wild-duck, woods, rabbits, 
river, salmon, ruins, bricks, sand, ashes, 
twenty acres rough, five hay, outbuildings, 
ideal virgin holding retreat, £695. Stamp, 
Rumleich Mine Holding, Berealston, Devon. 

SHERWOOD SCHOOL COMMUNITY 
(Burgh Heath Rd. Eveom 9125) needs two 
helpers; work mainly domestic, some 
cooking, matroning, gardening; board, lodg- 
ing, and pocket money. 


LITERATURE. &c. 
GIFT FOR C.0O.s in prison. ‘How Green 
Was My Valley.” Relatives write. Marshall, 
21 Wheatlands Drive, Bradford, Yorks. 
BOOKS LOANED to C€.0.3 on land, ete.; 


without obligation. Write for list Marshall 
as above. 


orchard, 


BOOK BARGAINS 
Kings, Lords, and Gentlemen, by K. H. Abs- 
hagen (second-hand), 7s. 
Revolt Against War, by Englebreht (second- 
hand), 6s, 
Very Foreign Affairs, by John Scanlon (second- 
hand), 4s. 9d. 
The Fraud of Taxation, by Gladys Bing, 1s. 1d. 
Britain’s roe Tomorrow, by C. B. Purdom, 
1s. 1d, 
guaneceetcs and Rule of Christ (PAX), 
1d. 
Prison for Women, by Kathleen Lonsdale and 
others, 5d. 
Don’t be a Gull, for those who want lots more 
war and for those who don’t, 4d., 
The Fate of a Peace Effort, by Duke of Bed- 
ford (pub. ts.), 7d. 
All Prices Post Free. 
Send 1d. for latest Book List 
ESSENTIAL BOOKS, 
114, Southampton Row, London, W-C.1. 


CO-OPERATIVE FARMING 


A constructive field of 
work in which you can 
help with your savings. 
Particulars of activities, 
membership and loans 


from 


COMMUNITY 
FARMING SOCIETY Ltd. 


Holton Beckering 
Wragby, Lincoln 
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ISPLAYED Advertisements. MAX- 

IMUM spaces allowed: Three 

ecolumn-inches. LATEST TIME tor 
copy firet post Friday, 


Ls an ere) 
LITERATURE, &c. (cont.) 


QUAKERIsM. information ang iverature 
respecting the Faith and Pracuce of the 
Rengious Society of Frenaa, free on applica. 
tion to the Friends’ Home Service Committee, 
friends’ House, Huston Koad, London, N.W.1. 


MEETINGS, &e, 


CURRENT AFFAIRS. Barnet Region 
Sickaee oe Bene House, Leicester Rd., 
ew Barnet Tues., Oc. 5, at 8 p.m. S ker: 
J. Middleton Murry. Z eae 


DO NOT FORGET great Rally in Harpen- 
den (Herts) Pubiie Hall on “Pax Christi,” 
Fri., Oct. 15, 7.30 p.m. Dr. Albert D. Belden 
will speak on “Can the Churches Abolish 
War?” Bring your non-pacifist friends. 
Questions invited. Inquiries to “Chyngton,” 
Dalkeith Rd., Harpenden. 

NORTHAMPTON GROUP monthly break. 
fast, 8.30, Oct. 8, ‘‘The Challenge of Saint 
Francis to the Christian Social Reformer of 
Today.” Brother Ronald, Society of St. 
Francis. 

PUBLIC Lunch Hour Address at Friends 
House, Euston Rd., N.W.1, Sep. 28, 1.20 to 
2 p.m., “The Possibility of Post-War Recon- 
struction,” Bertha L. Bracey. 

WILL VICTORY Ensure Peace? Public 
Meeting. Coulsdon Labour Hall, Fri., Oct. 1, 
7 p.m. Speakers: Dr. Albert Belden and 
John Barclay. 


- PERSONAL 


CONTACT CORRESPONDENCE CLUB. A 
satisfactory medium for those desiring con- 
genial pen-friendships. Particulars, stamp, 
Secy.. PN, 19 Ty Fry Gardens, Rumney, 
Cardiff. 

JOIN Victory Correspondence Club, 34 
Honeywell Rd., S.W.11, for congenial pen. 
friends, Stamp.’ 

LADY, refined, entertaining, wishes meet 
congenial friend share home either sex, age 
45.50; Bournemouth district. Box 99 PN, 
3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 


SITUATIONS VACANT 


ASSISTANT, keen, intelligent, either sex, 
wanted for small farm, 38 cows, market 
garden. Mid Bucks. Box 89 PN, 8 Black- 
stock Rd., N.4. 

COOK required for Boys’ Farm Training 
Centre opening Stratford-on-Avon end Oct. 
Married couple considered if man responsible 
Assistant Warden. Board, accommodation, 
salary. Box 104 PN, 8 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 

LAKE DISTRICT Pacifist Community has 
vacancies for two single COs interested in 
community life. Forestry work available. 
Write Secretary, C.0. Community, West Vale, 
Far Sawrey, via Ambleside, 

MARKET GARDENER and wife, live in. 
Apply Hall, 12 Chapel St., Thirsk, Yorkehire. 

MARRIED MAN (no children) required for 
small mixed farm; cottage accommodation. 
Write Cooke, “Kernow,” Sunnyside, Carbis 
Bay, Cornwall, full particulars and references. 

TRAVELLER required for London firm of 
aves weiss ie Office Supplies. Knowledge 
of stationery buyine essential. Write Box 
PN, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. "4 


SITUATIONS & WORK WANTED 


CHRISTIAN PACIFIST requires evening 
clerical work, any type, to supplement Meagre 
farm wage. London and Romford area. Box 
96 PN. 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4, 

CHRISTIAN SOCIALIST, conditional ex- 
emption, 18, desires occupation on land in or 
around Cambridge. No experience. Prefer- 
ably live out. Write full particulars. Box 88 
PN, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4, 

C.0., AGED 24, married, wide office experi- 
ence, seeking post-war situation Southern 
England (Sussex preferred), necessary change 
present (Yorkshire) district, medical advice. 
Otfers and suggestions gratefully acknow- 
ledged and considered. At present under 
E.W.0. Kindly write Box 95 PN, 8 Black- 
stock Rd., N.4. 

C.0., SEEKS work in community market 
garden or smallholding using composting and 
natural methods. Box 92 PN, 3 Blackstock 
Rd., N.4. 

C.0O. (21) DESIRES farm or market 
gzarden work, Inexperienced but willing work 
a learn, Box 94 PN, 8 Blackstock Rd., 

4. 

C.O., 21, SINGLE, 2 years’ experience 
arable, tractor, driving, seeks post; or would 
learn poultry farming. Box 93 PN, 3 Black- 
stock Rt. N.4. 

MARKET GARDEN or similar work sought 
by two single C.O!s with 2 years’ land experi- 
ence. Box 91 PN, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 

MARRIED C.O., age 34, exper. 15 months 
desires farm work in Home Counties with 
cotts~o Rov *1 PN, 2 Blackstock Rd., N.4, 

YOUNG COUPLE, baby, vegetarians; man 

_years’ experience market gardening, initi- 
ative; woman willing to housekeen or con- 
sider market gardening. Box 90 PN, 3 Black- 
stock Rd., N.4. 


WHERE TO STAY 


DERBYSHIRE HILLS. Food Reform Veg- 
etarian Guest Hause for happy holidays or 
restful recuperation; all modern comforts. 
A. and K. S. Ludlow, The Briars, Crich. Mat- 
Wie (Station: Ambergate: Fel Ambergate 
WYE VALLEY. Guest house in own park- 
land of 150 acres. Homely atmosphere. 
Vegetarians and othera catered for. From 
£3. “Lindora,” St. Briavels, Glos. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


MRS. J. HAMILTON, psychologist, correct 
breathing; simple, scientific, rejuvenating 
health and_ vitality. Consultations daily. 
Western 8935. 

NERVES, rheumatism, all trombles! Learn 
about Mother Nature, the Almighty Healer and 
Creator: dietetics; sun-ray; rhythmic dane- 
ing, ete.; aleo correspondence treatment, 
Katharine MacDonald, M.S.F., 6 Lansdowne 
Cres., Glasgow. 


Publishej from 8 Blackstock Rd., London N.4, 
by “Peace News" Ltd. Printed by Oliffor# 
“rinting Ca, (T.U.) Londax, N.1é 


